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70 Sharkoon X-Tatic gaming headphones ➜ £110 Approx ➜ www.sharkoon.com 

Canned surround sound
It’s a fact: in-game surround sound 
enhances the video game experience, 
making your favourite shooter or RPG 
more immersive, and giving you an 
edge when it comes to gameplay  
– If you can hear those zombies 
shuffling up behind you, you’ve  
a better chance of shooting your  
way to another level. 

Yet not all of us have our games 
console tied into an AV system, or 
want to conduct late-night sessions 
at teeth-rattling volumes. Sharkoon 
has a solution: X-Tatic Dolby Digital 
surround headphones. I used them 
with an Xbox 360, but they are also 
compatible with the PS3 and PCs 
(USB mic adaptor supplied). 
In-game chat is supported.

The cans are tethered to an 
outboard DD processor in the Sound 
Control Unit (SCU), which offers an 
assortment of time delay tweaks  
for both digital and analogue inputs, 
Dynamic Range Control plus support 

for a second headset; there’s also  
a separate volume controller, which 
decodes the optical feed from the 
Xbox and routes it to a nested array 
of four speakers in each earpiece.

Highs
l The X-Tatics offer truly immersive 
audio and create a believable bubble 
of sound. Play COD (any version), 
and the fire-fights will light up your 
eardrums; bullets are panned every 
which way, and dialogue moves 
believably as you shuffle around 
characters. Very seductive.
l Can also be used for Dolby Digital 
5.1 movie listening.
l These ‘phones are comfortable  
to wear, with plush headband and 
cushioned ear pieces. 

Lows
l Once hooked up, you’ll find yourself 
swathed in a spaghetti of wires and 
cables; not really very elegant.

Steve May is wowed by DD5.1 headphones

 Verdict
Sharkoon X-Tatic 5.1   

£110 Approx 
Price check: www.techradar.com/592328

Overall:

 Verdict
Sony 40ZX1  

£3,000 
Price check: www.techradar.com/592330

Overall:

Sony 40ZX1 ➜ £3,000 ➜ www.sony.co.uk

Thin TV is a rich man’s toy
This 40in LCD from Sony has a clear 
USP – thinness. It’s only 28mm at its 
widest point, slimming down to a 
frightfully slender 9.9mm for half the 
time. And, weighing 12.2kg, it’s 
probably one of the first 40in TVs you 
could carry out of the shop under 
your arm.

This, then, is a ‘designer’ product, 
with a distinctly ‘designer’ price tag. 

But, unfortunately, AV performance 
has taken a bit of a hit.  

The ZX1 is so thin that it can’t pack 
a TV tuner or speakers. Fair enough, 
other screens have done that. Yet  
it also lacks the room to fit full LED 
back lighting, instead using LED edge 
lighting, which isn’t capable of 
localised dimming. 

Connectivity is either via a single 
HDMI input, or the 
external media box, 
which packs the 
Freeview tuner. The 
box is wireless, using 
a 5GHz RF system for 
streaming. It’s stable, 

but unable to 
deliver 1080p. 
So Blu-ray 
owners will 
end up using 
that HDMI 
input anyway.

Mark Craven dabbles in the high-end LCD world

Highs
l The wireless external media box is 
well-specified in connectivity terms. 
l The remarkable form factor is 
guaranteed to impress your friends 
and neighbours.

Lows
l The edge-mounted LEDs don’t 
deliver the goods of rear-mounted 
LED-backlit TVs; dark areas suffer  
in particular. In addition, fast-moving 
images often cause smearing, and 
the viewing angle is limited.
l Speakers only come as an optional 
extra, either as part of a desktop 
stand (pictured) or a speaker bar.

In the cans:  
The X-Tatics  

offer four 
drivers in each 

earpiece

In Brief
Lindy USB 2.0 
over IP server 

£50 Approx

OK, so you’ve 
got a regular 

external hard 
drive but you 

want to make it 
visible over your 
network. Lindy’s 

great little 
gadget might 

just fit the bill. 
This USB 2.0 

over IP server 
provides an 

interface 
between the 

external drive 
and your 

network; simply 
connect the 

drive to one end 
and your 

network to the 
other via 

Ethernet. 


